
Mrs. Judy L. Pozdol
403 N. Patton Ave.

Arlington Heights, IL 60005
Home Phone (847) 253-2468

April 02, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.. Room 222
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:,

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DockErFILE Co
PYORIGINAL

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Westgate PTA in Arlington Heights, Illinois, to voice my
opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information
so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, Us. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating
system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and as that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S
(for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system:

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely.

Judy L. Pozdol
403 N. Patton Ave.
Arlington Heights, IL 60005



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfof the National PTA and Southwind Elementary PTA ofMemphis, Tennessee to voice
my opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA,
U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want that industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry'S rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to our children and their families.

Sincerely,

~rwJtrww
Joyce Shaver
7401 Ashley Oaks Drive
Memphis, TN 38125



SUMlvfIT ELEMENTARY PTA
408 Willoughby Lane
Collinsville, IL 62234

(618) 346-6222

Apri11997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetN.W., Room 222
Washington,OC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Summit PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating
system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair ofthe TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this
fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA, US. News and World Report, and
Media Studies CenterIRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent ofthe industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
detennine ifit meets the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, rYlto



Federal Communications Commission
Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
1919 M Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, D. C. 20554

Lake Arrowhead Elementary School PTA 1Jru....
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352 -VV/ffrFIL

April 1, 1997 ECOPya
111GINAJ.

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

On behalfof the Lake Arrowhead Elementary School PTA in Lake Arrowhead, California, I wish
to record our objections to the industry-sponsored television rating system currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The proposed rating system,
presented in January, 1997 by Jack Velenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, would
provide very little assistance to parents for making decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Parents want information about program content, not merely an
age-based rating symbol flashed briefly on the television screen.

We believe that the proposed rating system does not adequately meet the requirements ofthe
Television Act of 1996. We request that the FCC require a rating system which provides parents
information needed to evaluate programming and includes the following:

• The rating must include information about program content, not merely a judgment on age
appropriateness as decided by the TV industry.

• Rating icons presented on the TV screen must be prominently placed, large enough to be clearly
visible, and should appear on the screen periodically through-out the program.

• The rating board must be independent of the TV industry and of the FCC, and it must include parents.

• Any system to be approved must be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

• This issue is extremely important to parents. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

~f~_ ..~
TressaSI~
Legislation Chair
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drews Elementary P.T.A.
TX. 78374

r",,:;:
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/ eed Hun;t a/, ~C Co.m~issioners

I comm~nl~ Sc:mmlsslon
'" 'Street N.\V., Room 222
'iington. DC 20554

Chair~n Hundt and Commissioners:

.;CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Th letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews,Elementary"PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
inte~pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

c, J~nt information abouUhe program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
irements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe tbis system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently plac~/9'" the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program; .

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thatf'ifirt~ltldeparents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par

luated by independent research to determine

m"lI\J"Ih'~it to



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Southwind Elementary PTA ofMemphis, Tennessee to voice
my opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA,
U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want that industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to our children and their families.

Sincerely,

Q' ~;
,,/ ~. _ ~))' L(')/JLI.;

Lori Lipscomb
4311 Barren Brook Drive
Memphis, TN 38125



April 3, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

360 East Blithedale Avenue
Mill Valley

California 94941

I am writing you on behalf of the National PTA and the Park School PTA to voice our opposition to the
v-chip rating system presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so
that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the
program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of the program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it

meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on an issue important to children and families.

Sincerely,

~ 1/2
Tr~~
Secretary



7499 85th Place S.E.
Mercer Island, WA 98040
2 April 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

reference: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing as a PfA member in opposition to the proposed age-based
television rating system. A rating system based on the content of television programs
would provide more useful information as parents attempt to protect children from the
violence and sexuality routinely aired. Please reconsider the current proposal for an
industry rating system and adopt a rating system that includes program content
descriptors.

Sincerely,

~~--- w'
'~~-~-~J(~~

Sarah Ellison



Attwood Elementary PTA
915 Attwood

Lansing, MI 48911

April 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal communications Commisslon
1919 M street N.W., Room 222
Washinqton, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Members of the Attwood Elementary PTA would like to voice our
concern and displeasure with the v-chip ratinG system as presented
by Jack Valenti. Chair of the TV Ratina Implementation Group on
January 17, 1997.

As parents, we would like to know the content information about
proqrams (violence. sexual content, nudity, adult language, etc.),
and its frequency, so we can make our own determinations about age
appropriate viewinq. We would like this information on the screen
(several times throuqhout the program for those tuning in at after
the beginninG of the proaram). as well as in 'rv schedulinG
publications.

It is our understandinq that several surveys have been conducted
which support parents desire for this type of rating system. It is
important that any type of ratinq system approved by the FCC be
evaluated by independent research to ensure it meets the needs of
parents. .

We thank you for your consideration of our position on this very
important matter.

Sincerely,



DOcKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

March 31, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 222
Washington DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No 97-55,FCC97-34

Dear Mr. Hundt and Members of the Commission:

I am very concerned about the television v-chip rating system currently under consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission. This system, proposed by the TV industry and
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group in January 1997,
serves the industry, not families and children. What parents really need is information about
the content of programs their children might watch, not merely an age-rating symbol.

Parents do not want the TV industry to decide what is appropriate for our children~ we want
to make those choices for ourselves, based on information about the content of the program.
Without content descriptions, shows on the TV screen and publicized in periodicals that list
TV schedules, the ratings would not be very helpful.

Please do not approve the V-chip rating system proposed by the TV industry~ and instead,
call for one that would be more helpful to parents. We would have more confidence in a
system that was independent of the TV and entertainment industry, and that included parents
in the process.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this critically important issue.

Sins;erely, /} ~ A

414ilt~1[tl:le&.Il
's"'afuiy'R~ey tfI J
3557 N. Delay Ave.
Covina, Calif 91723



March 31, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 222
Washington DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No 97-55,FCC97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf ofthe Sierra Vista Jr.High School PTA to voice our opposition to the
v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group in January 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and World Report ,and
Media Studies enterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
appropriate for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Without content descriptions, shows on the TV
screen and publicized in periodicals that list TV schedules, the ratings would not be very
helpful. We believe the TV industry's proposed rating system fails to adequately meet the
requirements of the Television Act of 1996. Therefore, we request that the FCC reject the
industry's rating system and require a rating system that meets at least the following
requirements:

* The rating must include information about program content, not merely a judgement on age
appropriateness as decided by the TV industry such as V(for violence), S(for sexual depiction
and nudity) and L(for language).
* Rating icons presented on the TV screen must be prominently placed, large enough to be
clearly visible, and should appear on the screen periodically throughout the program.
* The rating board must be independent of the TV industry and of the FCC, and it must
include parents.
* Any system to be approved must be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

This issue is extremely important to parents.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this critically important issue.

Sincerely, ~~~i~

~~
3557 N. Delay Ave.
Covina, Calif 91723



2 April 1997

Nila Blackham
574 East 910 North
Orem, UT 84097

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing about the V-chip rating system presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Imple­
mentation Group, on 17 January 1997.

I feel that this system does not give parents enough information about each television program, so that
we may make informed decisions about which programs would be appropriate for our children to
watch. The system does not inform parents about the content of programming. Instead of warning us
about language, violence, sex, or adult situations in television programs, the system merely states the
TV industry's opinion about which programs are appropriate for children.

I don't want the TV industry to make this judgement for me; I would like to know the content of each
program, and judge for myself.

I know that the FCC will soon be deciding whether this rating system meets statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. As a concerned parent, I ask that you not approve this system.

Furthermore, I ask that you only accept a rating system which includes content information about
each television program--such as "V" for violence, "S" for sex and nudity, and "L" for language.

I also ask that you require a V-chip band broad enough for parents to receive more than one rating
system; that the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger and be more prominently placed on the
screen; that the rating board be independent of the TV industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents; and that any rating system approved by you be evaluated by independent research to deter­
mine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for your attention to this issue. It is of vital importance to parents and children.

Sincerely,

Nila Blackham



March 31, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 222
Washington DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No 97-55,FCC97-34

Dear Mr. Hundt and Members of the Commission:

On behalf of the South Hills High School PTA I wish to record our objections to the industry­
sponsored television rating system currently under considersation by the Federal
Communications Commission, This system, proposed by the TV industry and presented by
Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group in January 1997, would provide
very little assistance to parents for making decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Parents want information about program content, not merely
an age-based rating symbol flashed briefly on the television screen.
Parents do not want the TV industry to decide what is appropriate for our children; we want
to make those choices for ourselves, based on information about the content of the program.
Without content descriptions, shows on the TV screen and publicized in periodicals that list
TV schedules, the ratings would not be very helpful. We believe the TV industry's proposed
rating system fails to adequately meet the requirements of the Television Act of 1996.
Therefore, we request that the FCC reject the industry's rating system and require a rating
system that meets at least the following requirements:

* The rating must include information about program content, not merely a judgement on age
appropriateness as decided by the TV industry.
* Rating icons presented on the TV screen must be prominently placed, large enough to be
clearly visible, and should appear on the screen periodically throughout the program.
* The rating board must be independent of the TV industry and of the FCC, and it must
include parents.
* Any system to be approved must be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

This issue is extremely important to parents.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this critically important issue.

,~t~' ,Rrdh'-i­
~y~~
3557 N. Delay Ave.
Covina, Calif 91723



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Southwind Elementary PTA ofMemphis, Tennessee to voice
my opposition to the V-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA,
u.s. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want that industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to our children and their families.

Sincerely,

~¥
6994 Apple Creek
Memphis, TN 38125



Doc/(~.,.~
Lopez Elementary School PTA ' , '/.£COPyQ
637 Wabash Street 'RIGINA
Fort Collins, CO 80526 L

March 31,1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-65, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lopez Elementary SChool PTA to voice my opposition to the V-chip
rating system as presented byJack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1977. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
ovetWheIming parent prefetence for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conctucted by the National 'PTA, US. News and World Reporl, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want
the lVindustry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that cany TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by Iaw,is required to determine whether the industly's rating system has met statutory requirements of the
TeIecomrmricatios Ad. of 1966. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the indUStry
rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That underno circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further. the FCC should
acceptno rating system that does not include contentinfonnation about programs such as V (for violence), S
(for sexual depiction and nUdity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
~; ,

• That the rating icon on the screen be made larger, more prominentfy placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the coarse of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets
the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

t:\-. \::...0\\ ~<\~~ ~C) (Address)
5S~.5'~1o



drews Elementary P.T.A.
TX. 78374
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eed Hun~ a J~ . C Commissioners~I Commun.catfa ,c~mission

Street N.\V., Room 222
ington, DC 20554

Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
l',
,~

ICS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Th 'letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndreM~"~'liBTAof
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

tent information about-the program.

"FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
'N'~uirementsof the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
as'k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominentIYPb;l~j~~:~hescreen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program; .

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and fli'it"'it"ttteltJde parents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par

Andrews Eleme
our childr~a.

luated by independent research to determine
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Chairmpn Hundt and Commissioners:
\~
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iCS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Th letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndrewsEle..t\Mmry~p;rAof
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
intetpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

, nt information about·the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
irements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and

a;k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently p~~ ,(Jq.the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program; ,

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and tliittlft"'fncIUde parents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par

luated by independent research to determine
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April 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DocKEr c:, _~
Latha K"ishnaiye~'l"l:t:()rJ'V:'1_'.

Fi"st Vice P"esident I \'''''IGINAL
10405 N.W. 6th St"eet
Co"al SP"in91 FIMida 33071
(954) 752-8373
E.-Mail: K.. ish.ll.@wo .. ldnet.att.net

As chair of the Critical Viewing Committee of the Florida PTA, I would like to represent the
concerns of our membership regarding the v-chip rating system proposed by the TV
Implementation Rating Group in January 1997. We join the National PTA in opposing this
system, which clearly does not provide parents with adequate information regarding the content
of the programs on television. Parents want to make choices for their children based on the
content information about the program. Any ratings system adopted by the industry should at a
minimum provide this information.

We join the National PTA in requesting the following provisions:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs.

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen and appear more frequently dunng the course of the program;

• That the rating board be mdependent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue crucial to children and families.

-4taS1J;:!;~
;LJt~tba Knshnaiyer (j



April 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
Office ofthe Secretary
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalfof the National PTA and the City ofCripple Creek/Victor, Colorado PTA to voice my opinions
and opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make appropriate decisions about what is the best TV programming for their individual children. Major surveys released this
fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of
programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do
not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. As you well know, there are no two children alike, nor
are the parenting procedures for each family alike. Therefore, in my opinion, only each individual parent could decide what is
appropriate for each child in their family. And none of these decisions could be universal, even within each family. Parents
want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry'S rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating
system the way it is set up now. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system as it stands. Further, the FCC should not
accept a rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V(for violence), S (for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently palced on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

G.{)~~
E. Diane Seabolt
Cripple Creek, Colorado

cc: Joan Dykstra, President
National PTA
330 N. Wabash, Suite 2100
Chicago, IL 60611-3690
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April 1, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt and Members of the Commission:

The television v-chip rating system currently under consideration by the Federal Communica­
tions Commission causes us a great deal of concern. The system that Jack Valenti, chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, presented in January of this year, as proposed by the
television industry, does not serve families or children -- it appears to serve the industry. What
we as parents really need is information about the content of a program, not merely an age-rating
symbol.

As parents, we do not want the industry determining what is appropriate for our child(ren) -- that
is our choice based on the information we receive regarding content. Without content
descriptions (shown on the television screen and printed in program listing guides) the ratings
would not be very helpful.

Instead of approving the v-chip rating system currently proposed, we respectfully request that you
and the members of the Commission call for a system that would be truly helpful to parents.
Perhaps a system developed independently of the television/entertainment industry would
generate more confidence for parents. Parents might even be included in the development
process.

Thank you for this opportunity to express our concerns and opinions.

JOSePliStrubbe\J/lan~drJl-'llKar~enstru~~~~
22736 Manalastas Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630
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Apri 1 1. 199'7

Mr. Reed Hundt & the FCC CommIssion
Office of the Secretary
1919 M. Street N.W. Rm. 222
WashIngton. DC 20554

C S Docket No. 97-55. FCC 97-34.

Mr. Hundt & the FCC Cormnission.

I write to you today to let you know that I am opposed to the
current way T,V. shows are rated. As a concerned parent I am
very careful about the shows my family watches. I want to be
able to tell before watching a show if it is appropriate for
my chIldren or not. I would like to know if there are adult
situations. violence. swearIng etc. When my children want to
go to a movie at the theatre T can tell by the rating system
and the letters followitl<.::T (V. L. N etc,) If I think it IS

O.k. I want to be able to do the same for t.V.

It used to be that there were "fc).mily" shows. but now so many
of the shows have all kinds of sexual innuendos and violence
and a steady dIet of that can desensItize you real fast.

Please think of what is beflt for the children. Rate the
shows on content!

Thank YOI/LtJ.I~

Carol ~ace .
137 14th Ave. So.
S. St. Paul. MN 55075
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PIA and the 150 members of the Valhalla Elementary School PIA, to voice
my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information
so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conductedby the National PTA, Us. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating
system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industrY's rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence, S (for
sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);
• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough hat would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system;
• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program;
• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and
• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to.children and families.

1~i..~ce.r~e.1YY"kL''. .-/
~~d~---

Cheri Staples, ~i:;mt
27739 48th Ave. South
Auburn, WA 98001



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Brookridge Elementary School in Overland Park,
Kansas, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming
parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 26, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt & the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt and the FCC Commission:

I am writing regarding the age-based rating system currently used on network television.
As a mother and an educator I believe that this is an inadequate rating system. It is my belief that
a content-based rating system would enhance parents' ability to make a more informed decision as
to appropriate programming available for children. I urge you to revise the current system into a
much more practical (effective) tool.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
I I

/~ ll'YLcY) U1oyY]dU)

Lee-Ann Semsch
11925 NE Sherman Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156


